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lunches during the Jump Start summer learning program at Santa Ynez Elementary School/College School District.



EMERGING STRONGER
A Letter From Our CEO and Board President
Dear Friends,

The residents of Santa Ynez Valley have again proven that when people work together they are able 
to make a marked difference and positively change lives. Despite the uncertainty that has resulted 
from the global pandemic and exposed as well as magnified socioeconomic inequalities, there has 
been a steadfast commitment to our mission to strengthen the communities of the Santa Ynez 
Valley, Los Alamos Valley, and surrounding areas. We are inspired every day by our network of 
donors, partners, and staff, who have risen to meet the unprecedented challenges of the past two 
years. They have consistently demonstrated nimble flexibility and ceaseless empathy in the face of 
unimaginable obstacles, along with an unwavering dedication to improve these valued communities. 

The extraordinary generosity of our network has allowed us to meet the needs of the most 
vulnerable members of our population. Santa Ynez Valley People Helping People (PHP) collaborates 
with clients, donors, businesses, and other nonprofit organizations, as well as city, county, and state 
leaders to expediently and efficiently deploy funds and supplies for the greatest impact.

The individuals and families PHP serves have faced barriers to vital resources such as housing, 
food, and healthcare, as well as disparities in vaccination availability and Wi-Fi access for 
employment and schooling. Amidst these lapses and crises our donors overwhelmed us with an 
outpouring of support and proactive inquiries to help. We are deeply grateful to every single one of 
them for meeting the needs in our Valley communities in such a remarkable way.

The past two years have shown beyond all doubt that we are resilient. We are proud to say that PHP 
has emerged stronger than ever, with reaffirmed vigor to meaningfully serve our communities. 
PHP has been able to provide food distribution, homelessness prevention, and mental wellness 
counseling, as well as generalized family and student support services to ensure that everyone has 
access to the resources needed for longterm success.

We invite you to learn more about our commitment to our communities as we re-imagine our 
Valleys as a place where every member can thrive and reach their fullest potential.

Thank you for inspiring us, and for joining with us in building a better community.

Warmly,

JOHN KUELBS
Board President

VALERIE KISSELL
Chief Executive Officer
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MEAL DELIVERY

Our volunteers make a difference. Two remarkable examples 
are our Solvang and Los Olivos rotaries, who have stepped 
in to expand our deliveries, and shining volunteers, Bobbi 
Westil and her husband. The Westils moved to the Valley in 
2020 with plans for a relaxing retirement, but with COVID-19 
shutdowns, Bobbi knew immediately she had to help. Both 
have been loyally delivering groceries and prepared meals 
from Feed the Valley to local families and seniors every week.

SUSTAINABLE PROGRAMMING  
FOR ONGOING FOOD SECURITY
Many efforts contribute to an overall objective to provide sustainable, ongoing food access 
for our communities throughout the year. People Helping People (PHP) considers the 
demographic of the populations we serve as well as the unique circumstances that 
contribute to food insecurity for a full-bodied approach to permanently solving a growing 
concern for the members of our community. From meal delivery to reducing and rescuing 
food waste to food accessibility 24/7/365, PHP is here to serve.  

PROVIDED 302,207 pounds  
and $482,781 of food to  

the community

VOLUNTEERED 880 hours  
from 64 dedicated volunteers 

and delivery people

PREPARED 4,286 meals  
and served more than  

1,700 households

NOURISHING PEOPLE

JUMP START

Santa Ynez Elementary launched “Jump Start,” a program 
designed for students most impacted by remote learning. 
When we asked how we could help, they said, “lunch for 
every student, every day.” We rallied local businesses, 
partner organizations, community leaders and a wonderful 
group of volunteers to provide lunches for 15 school days, 
750 meals in total.
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LEADER SPOTLIGHT: 
JOHN KUELBS
John has been serving on the board since 2015 and 
exemplifies the very best of a community leader as 
a hands-on volunteer, devoted philanthropist, and 
committed ambassador of the PHP mission. Weekly, 
John works alongside our staff at our food program 
at Mission Santa Inés. He and his late wife, Michele, 
created a deferred gift of $450,000 designated 
exclusively to the PHP endowment. John continues 
to lift up Michele’s legacy with ongoing philanthropic 
support to those most in need. His fellow board 
colleagues, volunteers, and staff look to John for  
his leadership, encouragement, and vision.

WOMEN’S INDEPENDENT GIVING SOCIETY

Founded in 2009, the mission of the Women’s Independent 
Giving Society (WIGS) is to develop and maintain a society to 
fund selected human services for disadvantaged individuals, 
families, and children throughout the Santa Ynez Valley. 
WIGS held its 13th annual meeting at the Happy Canyon 
home and garden of Scott and Deb Biddinger, including 
an Italian-inspired luncheon. WIGS members received 
a progress report on their previous year’s funded PHP 
programs as well as updates on current program needs, 
which included client success stories. Members decide how 
they would like to invest their current year donations and 
cast their votes accordingly. Donations totaled over $32,000 
and supported Homelessness Prevention, Mental Health & 
Wellness, Youth Programming, and Food Programs.
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“PHP makes a difference  
in peoples’ lives when they  
need help the most.” 
RICK WEBER



AN EVENT TO REMEMBER

(Re)Launched April 16, 2022, at 
Roblar Farm in Santa Ynez, our Vino 
de Sueños benefit exemplifies all the 
Valley has to offer—artistic excellence 
that shines through the perfect vintage, 
culinary creativity, and of course, an 
impressive collection of local visual art. 
What better way to commemorate and 
celebrate this experience than with a 
new seal as well.

Vino de Sueños, “Wine of Dreams,” is a 
wine brand conceived by the non-profit 
human services organization, Santa 
Ynez Valley People Helping People 
(PHP) in conjunction with a select 
group of premium Santa Barbara 
County vintners.

Together with local, premier chefs 
and celebrated artists, supporters 
enjoy one-of-a-kind small bites, each 
highlighting locally sourced ingredients 
with their own signature style, while 
bidding on fine art from around 
the area. This year, the theme was 
Celebrating Synergy—the cooperation 
of many people’s hands, minds, and 
talents to make the glorious wines and 
fine food we enjoy.

THE VINO DE SUEÑOS SEAL

For the (Re)Launch of Vino de Sueños, 
Kros Andrade refreshed our original 
icon and we are proud to introduce 
a new Vino de Sueños Seal. Our 
contributing wineries will maintain 
their respective labels.

Karina Puente, a Mexican-American 
artist based in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, is a product of the Santa 
Ynez Valley and its local schools.  

She created the original art piece 
which became the dream “icon” at the 
center of each label which identifies it 
as part of the Vino de Sueños brand.

“The quality of your 
life will be determined 
by the quality of your 
contribution. When you 
work to improve the 
lives of others, your life 
improves automatically.”  
KUREK ASHLEY 

Tying art and wine together on our 
VDS brand labels is graphic artist, 
Kros Andrade of UVA Design Studios. 
Kros, who grew up in the Santa Ynez 
Valley, was immediately interested in 
volunteering his services to support 
farm and vineyard workers. For the 
past fourteen years, he has created a 
beautiful collector’s set of individual 
labels that are representative of our 
unique brand.

The goal is to make a difference in 
the lives of the vineyard and farm 
workers who are the heart and soul of 
Santa Barbara County’s agricultural 
economy and more specifically, 
the vineyard and wine businesses. 
Founding participant wineries of 
Vino de Sueños include Alma Rosa, 
Buttonwood, Clos Pepe, Feliz Noche, 
Foxen, Longoria, and Presidio.

Becky Barieau has served as the Wine 
Director for VDS since its inception.

Many thanks to everyone who made 
this event a smashing success. 

2022 FEATURED WINERIES

Roblar, Foxen, Longoria, Buttonwood, 
Riverbench, Stolpman, Refugio Ranch, 
Tierra y Vino, Gainey, Royal Oaks, Story 
of Soil, Brander, Steve Clifton, and 
Wine Director, Becky Barieau.

2022 FEATURED CHEFS

Chef Jeff Olsson of New West  
Catering and Industrial Eats,  
Chef Jake O. Francis of Valley  
Piggery, and Chef Brett Stephens  
of High on the Hog Catering.

2022 FEATURED ARTISTS

Chris Chapman, Pat Roberts, Susan 
Belloni, Peggy Brierton, Jim Farnum 
(Honorary Art Director), Kevin Gleason, 
Rebecca Gomez, Patricia Hedrick, 
John Iwerks, Renee Kelleher, Teresa 
McNeil Maclean, Sharon Tate (Art 
Director), Laura Susan Thomas, 
Seyburn Zorthian, Katherine Greer, 
Jeffrey Bloom Photography, and Carlos 
Lopez of At Media Productions.

 

A Perfect Pairing of Wine, Art, and Food
WINE OF DREAMS
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SUPPORTING PEOPLE

PREVENTING HOMELESSNESS

People Helping People participates in the annual Point-in-
Time (PIT) Counts—counts widely affected and continuing to 
be affected by COVID-19. One early morning in January each 
year we count sheltered and unsheltered people experiencing 
homelessness in our area to contribute to a database for 
homelessness in the United States. This year, PHP has 
invested more than $130,000 in homeless prevention efforts 
through programming and rental and utilities assistance. 

ADDRESSING CRISIS THROUGH 
PREVENTION AND INTERVENTION
Whether it’s a crisis of homelessness, wellness, or personal security, we are committed to a 
coordinated approach for our community at large. People Helping People (PHP) structures 
crisis response support for a variety of needs through intervention and prevention strategies, 
financial assistance, needs resourcing, and personal well-being, connection, and support.  
With a collaborative, interwoven system to address needs holistically, we realize greater  
long-term success and wellbeing.

INTERVENED in 88 instances  
of abuse, violence, and/or crisis

EXECUTED more than $51,000 
in homeless prevention efforts

PROVIDED over $83,000 in 
rental and utilities assistance

CRISIS INTERVENTION

Preventing domestic violence and child abuse requires 
a multi-faceted approach, from reducing stress in a 
home environment to behavioral parenting training and 
enhanced primary care. PHP believes that everyone 
deserves relationships free from violence and has 
recorded 82 incidents of prevention, six opportunities  
for crisis intervention, and assisted to file 12 reports  
of child abuse in 2022.
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INTERN SPOTLIGHT: 
NICOLE DEMARCUS
Nicole was born and raised in the Valley and a 
student at Cal Baptist University studying Social 
Work. She completed over 400 hours of service  
hours to our community-meeting with clients, 
developing a survey, delivering meals, and more.

She is smart, hard-working, up for any task, 
and leads with a heart of gold. She started her 
internship in May and immediately became an 
integral member of our team. We are so proud  
that she represents the future of social services.

Through our robust mental wellness professional 
training program, and under the supervision of  
our clinical director, volunteer staff provide 
over 2,000 hours of counseling services to our 
community annually.

PHP THRIFTOLOGY

The Petroni Family built a grand life and in the early 90’s they 
started building their dream Italian Villa in Happy Canyon 
right here in our Valley. They hosted family and friends for 
decades. Their famed Santa Ynez wine estate of Ann Petroni 
and the late Donald Petroni sold. Their children graciously 
donated much of the beautiful and treasured items from the 
estate collection to our thrift store, PHP Thriftology.

PHP Thriftology aims to provide top tier finds for every 
shopper and budget. When you shop at our thrift store, 
you help underwrite our programs and services for our 
community all year long.

We were touched by the generosity of the Petroni family 
and honored to steward the Petroni legacy. Their donation 
“Changed Lives for the Better” right here in the community 
they loved so dearly.

PHP Thriftology in Buellton  
175 A McMurray Road 
Buellton, CA 93427
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PRESENTED BY HAPPY CANYON 
VINEYARD AT PIOCHO RANCH

Bringing world-class polo to the Santa 
Ynez Valley, the Classic’s mission is 
to raise much-needed funds for the 
programs at People Helping People 
(PHP), which are dedicated to improving 
the lives of adults and children in the 
Santa Ynez Valley and Los Alamos by 
addressing basic and emergent needs.

“Ten years ago, we hosted the first Polo 
Classic benefiting PHP. The event has 
grown to become one of the Valley’s 
main social events of the year. So 
popular in fact, that it was moved to 
the Piocho Ranch in Happy Canyon “ 
states event co-chair Nancy Hunsicker.

 

“The pandemic has 
further emphasized 
the need for People 
Helping People in 
our community. We 
hope you’ll join us in 
supporting this critically 
important community 
fundraiser.”  
JOEL BAKER

Joel Baker, a renowned professional 
polo player and former coach of the U.S. 
polo team, is joined by accomplished 
polo player, Meghan Gracida, to serve 
as 2022 player coordinators. Baker has 
supported PHP for more than 20 years, 
and Gracida has been a featured player 
since the Classic’s inception. “It brings 
all of the players great joy to be able to 
play a sport we love, on the horses we 
love, in front of spectators from this 
great Valley that we love—all to benefit 
those who receive support from PHP.  
It is our honor to showcase polo for  
such a special cause,” says Gracida. 
This year, the Polo Classic raised more 
than $160,000 on behalf of PHP.

santaynezvalleypoloclassic.com
#togetherchanginglivesforthebetter 
#changinglivesforthebetter

9th Annual Santa Ynez Valley Polo Classic
FUNDRAISING THAT WINS

Photo credit: Lindsey Drewes Photography
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Please save the date for  
the 11th Annual Santa Ynez 
Polo Classic June 10, 2023.

Photo by Lindsey Drewes Photography.
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$2,472,616  ASSETS

$2,476,434  EXPENSES

$2,659,937  REVENUE

$256,208  LIABILITY

PRESENTED BY BECKY BARIEAU, BOARD TREASURER

It is my pleasure to present the Santa Ynez Valley People Helping People (PHP) financial highlights for the fiscal year ended  
June 30, 2022. The financial strength and sustainability of PHP is about so much more than dollars and cents—it is about  
creating and nurturing an environment where everyone in our community has the opportunity to thrive. It is about ensuring  
that PHP can fulfill its mission and pursue its vision of a better, more equitable future.

“The need for these services within our local communities have increased 
substantially in the last 19 months, and we are proud to support the efforts  
of this caring and compassionate organization.” CHUMASH FOUNDATION

Financial Overview and Highlights
STEWARDING RESOURCES
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APPRECIATING PEOPLE

CELEBRATING PEOPLE

HONORING PEOPLE
REVENUE

Government/Contract Agencies 
Special Events 
In-Kind Donations 
Sales 
Foundations & Grants 
Individual Donations 
Other 

EXPENSES

Payroll 
Emergency Food/Housing 
Special Events 
General 
Family Services 
Youth Programming 
Thrift Store, Cost of Goods 
Occupancy 
Mental Wellness

DONATED GOODS

Food 
Rental Forgiveness 
Healthcare 
Professional Services 
Personal Items

12%

18%

23%

48% 8.6%

7.5%

6%

23%

14%

86.6%

9.8%

24%
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“PHP’s Fulfill-A-Wish Holiday 
Boutique goes beyond basic 
needs and nourishes the 
human spirit.” 
VALERIE KISSELL



A DECICCO FAMILY LEGACY

We hope you are inspired by the DeCicco 
Family, like we are. They have turned the 
devastating loss of a child and father into 
a movement of kindness and generosity 
for our community.

We received a call from Megan saying 
she wanted to sponsor local families 
to attend breakfast with Santa 
presented by Buellton Chamber and 
Buellton Rec. When we asked what 
inspired her gift, she shared  
her story…

“2019 was a hard year for our family 
unit. We lost my Father-In-Law 
Michael in May to a long struggle with 
health issues, and we lost our 7-year-
old nephew Alex in December, who 
was fatally injured when a portion 
of fence adjacent to the playground 
fell on him during recess. Losing a 
loved one to a long battle with health 
issues is difficult, but the immediate 
and irreversible loss of such a young 
life really made us reevaluate what’s 
most important.

When the pandemic began in 2020,  
we watched our neighbors, friends and 
community members come together in 
incredible ways to support one another. 
When the holidays started approaching, 
we decided in lieu of family gifts to 
arrange gifts for 200 children in honor 
of Michael and Alex.

It felt so nice to honor their memories 
in this way—Michael was always 
giving what he had to others freely, 
and Alex loved to read to his little 
sister—that it’s become a part of our 

new holiday tradition. This year we 
wanted to help other families build 
happy memories together by covering 
the cost of their tickets to attend 
Breakfast With Santa. While there, all of 
the attending children will also be able 
to select a free stuffed animal from six 
different types to take home as a gift. 
Alex loved sloths, and we are delighted 
to have that as one of the options!

“We couldn’t have done 
this without the help of 
our amazing friends at  
SYV People Helping 
Buellton Rec Center, 
Buellton Chamber of 
Commerce, and the 
Santa Ynez Band of 
Chumash Indians.” 
The DeCicco Family’s sponsorship of 
Breakfast with Santa, was an added 
highlight of the People Helping 
People (PHP) annual holiday giving 
programs, including our holiday food 
distribution, prepared holiday meals 

to local seniors, and the beloved 
Holiday Fulfill-A-Wish Boutique.

PHP spread holiday cheer for our 
27th annual Fulfill-A-Wish program, 
benefiting families in the Santa Ynez 
and Los Alamos valleys and held at 
the historic Veterans Memorial Hall 
in Solvang. 

The City of Solvang renewed its 
support by donating the space, which 
is located in the heart of our service 
area, for the second year. The Fulfill-
A-Wish program assisted 100 families 
and 400 individuals, which is a 20% 
increase from pre-pandemic years.

We continued our partnership with 
Toys 4 Tots as the official organization 
in the Santa Ynez Valley designated  
by the Marine Corps Reserve to 
accept Toys 4 Tots donations. The 
Buellton and Los Olivos Rotary 
clubs in collaboration with 50 local 
businesses, gathered warm coats 
for adults and children. Items were 
displayed in a “boutique” style 
storefront open and operated prior  
to the holiday.

Breakfast With Santa Sponsorship for Valley Families
MAKING SPIRITS BRIGHT

Photo contributed.
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365 DAYS A YEAR, 24 HOURS A DAY

There is a core belief that grounds 
our organization, that every person 
deserves access to food, shelter, 
feeling safe, and an opportunity for 
self-sustainability. 

In May, we debuted a new outdoor food 
pantry at our Solvang Offices, accessed 
off of Maple Avenue and available for 
our community 365 days a year, 24 
hours a day. What started as a sketch 
from Mike Brady was inspired by 
the quintessential farm stand of our 
region. We envisioned a dignified and 
welcoming space for those in need. 

We owe a chorus of gratitude to Ike 
and Lara Zekaria, the Brady Family, 
Chris and Julie Urquidez, the Urquidez 
Construction team of talented 
craftsmen, Michele Bandinu at Custom 
Hardscapes, Black Gold Roofing, 
Sharon Fritz of Action Roofing, Kenny 

Andersen, Nielsen Building Materials, 
Becky Barieau & Bill Wathen, Eric 
Spivey, Doug Margerum, Women’s 
Independent Giving Society (WIGS), and 
a host of community members that 
helped us build the new pantry. 

HOW YOU CAN MAKE  
A DIFFERENCE

Now we need your help stocking our 
shelves! Every little bit helps, and 
every amount counts! We are moving 
beyond food to include personal 
hygiene products, feminine products, 
baby items, baby and adult diapers, 
and more. We are also are exploring 
beautiful baskets to contain items.  
This is a work in progress and we 
would love your input. You can donate 
items by delivering them directly to the 
shelves. You can also swing by and tidy 
up the space, hold a canned drive, or 
make a monetary donation. 

“People Helping 
People is a wonderful 
organization. We are 
honored to help a 
community that has so 
warmly embraced us.”  
IKE & LARA ZEKARIA, DVM

Although any donation will greatly 
help, an $800 donation will fill the 
outdoor pantry for one day, which 
provides emergency food distribution 
for the food insecure in the Santa Ynez 
Valley community.

Outdoor Community Food Pantry
A BOUNTIFUL FARM STAND

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE
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“Always have a willing hand 
to help someone; you might 
be the only one that does.” 
ROY T. BENNETT



UPLIFTING PEOPLE

1 	 2022 ANNUAL REPORT

THE PIRATES COVE

Founded in 2000, the Pirates Cove is located in L-5 at Santa 
Ynez Valley Union High School. It is a fun and supportive 
place for all students to connect, receive mentorship, 
academic and life skills coaching before and after 
school and during nutritional breaks. Now, it is also the 
headquarters of the newly launched Cove Champions.

Cove Champions is a youth prevention and peer 
education group which debuted during Red Ribbon Week 
2021.The program is funded through a competitive grant 
from Santa Barbara County Behavioral Wellness to 
address the rising use of marijuana amongst youth in our 
county and strives to empower youth to lead drug-free 
lives through awareness, education, and engagement.

In the first school year, 22 student leaders from 4 
different school districts—Solvang Elementary School,  
SY College School, Jonata School District, and the 
SYUHS—were trained and delivered presentations at 
local elementary schools.

MENTAL AND PHYSICAL WELLNESS  
AT ANY AGE, IN ANY SITUATION
People Helping People (PHP) knows that relationship building is a critical component for 
mental wellness in any community. With supportive services from counseling and therapy 
sessions to family and parenting support, PHP can offer a mix of support specifically tailored 
to the individual in need. Building healthy minds also builds healthy futures, which is why we 
are proud to recognize the efforts of our Cove Champions in the process as they work inside 
our local schools through a peer-to-peer effort to do exactly that.

REFERRED 195 cases for 
counseling or wellness 

programming

SERVED more than 160 families 
and organizing 5 Parent Cafés

CONDUCTED 1,406 therapy 
sessions with  

100 unduplicated clients
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MAJOR FOUNDATION 
FUNDERS
$50,000 & ABOVE

The Center at Sierra Health Foundation 

Tom & Nancy Elsaesser Foundation

$25,000 – $49,999

Cottage Population Health 

Hutton Parker Foundation 

Santa Barbara Foundation

Santa Ynez Valley Foundation

$10,000 – $24,999

California Community Foundation 

Golden State 

Santa Ynez Band of Chumash  
Indians Foundation

The Ann Jackson Family Foundation 

The Mindel Family Foundation

Williams-Corbett Foundation

$5,000 – $9,999

Allan Hancock College Foundation

Brander Family Foundation

Herbert & Gertrude Latkin 
Charitable Foundation

$100 – $4,999

Givinga Foundation 

Los Olivos Rotary Club Foundation 

Santa Barbara City College Foundation

Santa Ynez Valley Chapter of  
National Charity League, Inc. 

United Way Santa Barbara

Walmart 

MAJOR SUPPORTERS
$50,000 – $30,000

John Kuelbs

Olivia Newton-John & John Easterling

$20,000 – $29,999

Brady Group 

First Bank

Ramsey Asphalt

The Brady Family

The Gangolli Family 

$10,000 – $19,999

Alamo Pintado Equine Medical Center

Casey Gordon Real Estate |  
Rodeo Realty

Anonymous

Fairfield Farm LLC

Grand Avenue Real Estate, Inc

Jamie Einerson

Janice Rome

Joe & Katie Russell

Montecito Bank & Trust

Odyssey International Exchange

Pepper Oaks Polo

Taylor Family

$5,000 – $9,999

Carol G. McCurdy

Carolyn Balaban

Crown Point Vineyards

Doris & Helmut Holzheu

Elliott & Pohls Construction

Engel & Völkers - Santa Ynez

Gary & Anna Nett

Isaac & Lara Zekaria 

Joel Baker & Charlotte Bredahl-Baker

Joan & Theodore Tanner

La Herradura Polo  
& Equestrian Center

Linda & Lee Rosenberg

Linda Stafford Burrows

Michael & Phyllis Hennigan

O’Gara Coach Westlake Village

Patricia A. Klussman

Quiota Creek Ranch

Tracy Von Vechery & Kyle Wolf

William Wathen & Becky Barieau

$2,000 – $4,999

Anthony & Sandra Slobig

Barb & Tim Crist 

Bernice Gomez

Cameron Azad

Claire Pruett

Donald Young

Gary & Ruth Pace

Heloise & Sandy Power

Jan Handtmann

Jim Richard

Jonathan & Carla Mead

Kathleen & Michael Gordon

Kevin & Theresa Patterson

Lois & Sonny Brown

Lynn P. Kirst

Mike & Patty Hateley

Nancy Englander

Phillip & Melinda Pon

Robert & Lynn Sinclair

Graciously Resourcing Areas of Need
OUR DONORS

GIVING AMOUNTS RECEIVED JULY 1, 2021–JUNE 30, 2022
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Sharon Scaramozza

Stolpman Vineyards, LLC

Susan F. Petrovich

Thoma Martinov

Charitable Adult  
Rides & Services

Union Bank

Visit the Santa Ynez Valley

$1,000 – $1,999

Alexandra Geremia

Berta Schulte Angels

Bonnie Jacobsen 

Brett & Cris Warner

Bryant & Sons, Ltd.

C&D LLP

Charles Claver

Cherise Lund

Chicago Title

Chris & Laura Urquidez

Danuta Schenke-Herber

Deckers Outdoor Corporation 

Don & Valerie Kissell

Dr. Pricilla J. Higgins

Eric Lane & Joyce Talmadge

First American Title

Gail Arnold

Geraldine Shepherd

Greg & Marianne Paraskou

Harold Barza

Jefferson Woeste & Bruce Cleavland

Jequetta & Anthony Yanez

Joan Bradshaw

Joseph & Shirley Tyson

Katharine Strong Jorgensen

Kenneth Kahn & Eva Van Prooyen

Linda Gordon

Linda Johansen

Lynda Kest

Marianne Wolin

Mechanics Bank

New Frontiers Natural Marketplace

Nancy & David Hunsicker

Pacific Western Bank

Patricia Murphy

Richard & Janice Nagler

Sally & Bob Corlett

Sharon Fritz

Sandra & Greg Simon

Vince Gomez

$500 – $999

Alan Hitt & Kathleen Campbell

Alanna E. Tarkington

Alvin A. Salge

Ann Marie Powers

Ann Young

Brian Perona

Carolyn Roth

Claire Hanssen

Deborah & Scott Biddinger

Don Easterling

Earl & Twana Connors

E. Lake Setzler III 

Elizabeth Breen

Elizabeth Cross

Erica Jane Flores

Exstar Financial Corporation

Francisca Escobar 

George & Denise Rose

Gretchen & Charley Ham

Haley Firestone & Dennis Patrick

James & Pauline Kuelbs

John & Lana Crowell

John & Leslie Swartwood

John & Samantha Williams

Kathleen Montgomery

Kief Adler & Bobbie Westil

Leigh Layman

Lewis & Genevieve Geyser

Linda Kastner

Lindalee Baumgarten

Marty Sulc

Mary K. Butler & Charles W. Bower

Michelle Glaus

Nancy Garvin

Neil & Karla Zuehlke

Oscar & Kim Andrade

Owen Schafer

Pat & Monty Roberts

Paul Musgrove

Rebecca Knight

Rick & Susan Weber

Sear Steakhouse 

Sidney & Karen Goldstien

Siegel Carey Family Trust

Stewart & Jeanne Johnston

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

The Landsby 

Thomas Johnson

Tony & Ann Pejsa

Wendy Horvath

$499 & UNDER

Amy Luca

Ann Foxworthy Lewellen

Ashley Megan Coelho

Austin Kahn 

Barbara Meyer 

Benjamin & Lindsey May

Bill Brown

Bill Arnerich

Blue Sky Property Management

Brooke Bradley

Careene M. Martinelli

Casey & David Bemis

Cassandra Ontiveros

Cecil Widdifield

Chad & Sarah Stacy

Charlene Chabot

Charles & Nancy Moore

Charles R. Giardina

Christina Criswell 
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“Alone we can do so  
little, together we can  
do so much.” 
HELEN KELLER

Christine Chapman

Christy Martin 

Chuck & Teressa Johnes

Chuck & Vickie Sorensen

Church at the Crossroads

Cindy Zec

Craig Lemen

Cyndee Bryant

Cyrus Parker-Jeannette

D’Anne Brownell

David Agnew

David Kokorowski

David Mexico

David Porter

David Shawn Addison

Deborah Sczudlo

Debra McGowan

Dennis Bales & Ron Jones

Dennis & Kathie Jorgensen

Dr. Richard & Annette Caleel

Dr. William & Karen Gallivan

Ed Limberg

Edward Berninger

Edward & Claudia Peña 

Edward L. Kushner

Eileen Thornton Caris

Elise Okeefe

Elise Tripp

Elizabeth Bell

Elizabeth Crump

Elizabeth D’Andrea

Endcorp Enterprises Inc.

Felicia Carroll 

Foxen Winery & Vineyard

Fred & Nancy Emerson

Gerda Willis

Gina Aiken

Gustavo Dascanio

Guy & Molly Walker

Heather & Keith Saarloos

Herb Bundgen

James & Betty Johnston 

James Navarro

Jamie McCoy

Jan Glick & Gregory Weil

Janice M. Hubbell

Jan Kuttnauer

Jeni & Antonio Moretti

Jerami Prendiville

Jessica & Randy Glick

JoAnn Ricci 

Joan Vogel

John Bear

John D. Elliott

John Evarts & Marjorie Popper

John J. Westra Family Trust

John Love

John Steven Soles & Jane Davis Ayer

Joyce Azevedo

Kayla Perez

Karen & Stanley Roberts 

Katheryn Mullins

Kelly Dixon 

Kim Fishman

Konstantinos Protopapas

Kristin Merz

Laura Newman Tauber 

Leonard Fleckenstein 

Linda Nocis

Linda Small

Lindsey Smith

Manuel & Theresa Valdes 

Matthew Quigley

Margaret Turrill

Marina Kusserow

Mary Ann Norbom

Meighan Dietenhofer

Merrie Lipton

Michelle Lamarche

Mrs. Jane A. Overbaugh

Nancy J. Moore

Neil Goodman

Norm & Suzanne Iversen

Olivia Flisher 

Patrick Quinn

Raphael Musher 

Raymond Duvall Tracy 

Rev. Randall Day 

Robert Hart

Robert Hunt

Roger Halligan

Scott Thaler &  
Stephanie Austin 

Scott White

Sedric Ketchum

Shannon Izydorek

Stanley & Deanna Painter 

Steven Kantor 

Steven Lemon

Suresh Sangani

Susan Gionfriddo

Susan Sorensen 

Susan Tova

Tara Scotti

Terry & Toni McQueen

Thomas Kuelbs

Tolman & Wiker Ins.

Tom Halvorson

Vincent A. &  
Sandra R. Sullivan

Vivian Engel

Walter & Robin Tucker

Whitney Fiore
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Adam Haws, DDS

Albertson’s

Alma Rosa

At Media Productions - Carlos Lopez

Au Bon Climat

Bell’s Restaurant

Brander Vineyard

Buellton Recreation Center

Buellton Union School District

Buttonwood Farm Winery

Chef Daisy & Greg Ryan,  
Bells, and Barlecote

Cherise Osha, Forever Posh

CHOMP Burgers, Fries, Shakes

Chris Chapman

City of Buellton

City of Solvang

C.J. Jackson

Coast Range & Vaquero Bar

College School District

Cottage Health Systems

Creekside

Crossroads Church

Direct Relief International

Dr. Dennis Bales

Ellen Albertoni

El Rancho Market

Figueroa Mountain Brewing Company

Firestone Walker Brewing Company

Foxen Winery & Vineyard

Greg & Marianne Paraskou

Hale-Petroni Family

High On The Hog Catering

Happy Canyon Vineyard

Jedlicka’s Western Wear & Saddlery

Jeffrey Bloom Photography

Jim Farnum (Honorary Art Director)

John Iwerks

Katherine Greer

Kevin Gleason

La Herradura Polo & Equestrian Center

Laura Susan Thomas

Longoria Wines

Leonardo’s Ristorante-Pizzeria

Los Olivos Grocery

Lucas & Lewellen

Mary Ann Evans, Ph.D.

Megan Memmott

New Frontiers Natural Marketplace

New West Catering

Old Mission Santa Inés

Orcutt School District

Ownes & Thore

Pat & Monty Roberts

Patricia Hedrick

Peggy Brierton

Peter Claydon, PhD

Quail Crossing Vineyard

R-Country Market, Los Olivos

Rebecca Gomez

Renee Kelleher

Richmond Productions

Rideau Vineyard

Riverbench Vineyard  
& Winery

River Course at Alisal

Ron & Deborah Alex

Santa Barbara  
County Foodbank

Santa Ynez Band of 
Chumash Indians

Santa Ynez Tribal  
Health Clinic

Santa Ynez Valley Union  
High School District

Santa Ynez Valley Veggie Rescue

Seyburn Zorthian

Sharon Tate (Art Director)

Shawn Addison

Solvang Properties, LLC

Solvang School District

Steve Clifton

St. Marks Church

Stolpman Vineyards

Susan Belloni

S.Y. Kitchen 

Teresa McNeil Maclean

Terravant Wine Company

The Baker’s Table

The Inn at Mattei’s Tavern,  
Auberge Resorts Collection

UVA Design Studio

Valley Fresh Market

Valley Gardner

Valley Piggery

Vino Vaquero

Walden Family,  
Green Valley Pecan

Will Henry, Pico/Lumen Wines

Windmill Nursery

Making Dreams a Reality at Every Turn
IN-KIND DONORS
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Our board includes a diverse cross section of community leaders, including founding members, former clients, retired executives, 
business owners, entrepreneurs, teachers, lawyers, accountants, therapists, investors and all are active, community volunteers.

BOARD OFFICERS

John Kuelbs 
President

Leslie Swartwood 
Vice President

JC Preciado 
Treasurer

Kros Andrade 
Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Alanna Tarkington

Becky Barieau

Elizabeth Crump

Francisca Escobar

Greg Paraskou 

Hilda Navarro

Joseph Tyson 

Kyle Wolf

Lauren Lastra 

Mary Ann Evans

Nancy Hunsicker

Rick Weber

DIRECTOR EMERITUS

Jeff Olsson

Jim Richard

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE

Valerie A. Kissell 
Chief Executive Officer

Erica Jane Flores 
Director of Development  
and Communications

Mayra Terrazas 
Development Associate

Kate MacLean 
Finance Director

John Crowell 
Programs Director

Jenifer Baragan 
Case Manager

Jennifer Garcia 
Case Manager

Luz Maria Sanchez Uribe 
Case Manager

Jessica Cruz 
Emergency Services 
& Food Coordinator

Selene Sandoval 
Director of Youth Programs 
& SYV Youth Coalition

Allison Diaz 
Youth Services Specialist

Adriana Reyes 
Diversity, Equity 
& Inclusion Coordinator

Rena Smith, LMFT 
Clinical Supervisor 

Veronica Wilt,  
Registered Associate MFT 
Youth & Family Specialist

Carrie Blakemore, 
 Associate MFT* 
Youth & Family Specialist

Katelyn Soliman, 
 Associate MFT* 
Youth & Family Specialist

PHP THRIFTOLOGY

Angela Fair 
Manager

Jan Myers 
Assistant Manager

Lucila Perez 
Staff

Sienna Medina 
Staff

Shannon Rockett 
Staff

* Registered Associate  
   MFT number pending

Guiding Efforts Through a Realized Vision

Consistently Working Above and Beyond

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF MEMBERS

Cover: People Helping People’s Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion programs co-sponsored a Cinco de Mayo celebration at Santa Ynez Valley Union High School 
to celebrate a spirit of belonging, build a community of caring, and promote inclusion and equity. 

Photos throughout by Erica Jane Flores.



PO BOX 1478  |  SOLVANG, CA 93464

OUR VISION

People Helping People has a vision that all  
adults and children in our service area have  
the opportunity to attain self-sufficiency with 
dignity, are able to fulfill their potential, and  
live in a healthy community.

OUR MISSION

People Helping People is dedicated to improving 
the lives of adults and children in the Santa Ynez 
Valley, Los Alamos, and surrounding communities 
by addressing emergency and basic needs, 
furnishing comprehensive integrated family  
and individual support services, and acting as  
a catalyst for positive community change.


